Targeting dystroglycan in the brain.
The dystrophin-glycoprotein complex is a multisubunit complex that connects the extracellular matrix components to the cytoskeletal matrix of muscle fiber cells and is required for muscle integrity. Mutations in this complex are associated with muscular dystrophy. Although the role of dystroglycan has been explored mainly in the context of muscle, recent work has also demonstrated a novel role for dystroglycan in the CNS and thus provides potential insights into the brain abnormalities associated with some forms of muscular dystrophy.